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25X1C g, dismal picturs

French future in Tonkin deltn.

A, Failisg American intervemtion or Geneva cease-fire,

25X1C inevitable withdrawal French expeditienary
corps from delta,
25X1C
25X1C 2. preparations alresdy well under way,
including bulldezing of beaching points for
landing craft east of Haiphong.
25X1C 3. parts of Hanoi-Haiphong
LOC now open only two to three hours daily;
in event svacuation Hanol, depot stocks amount-
ing to 600 train loads would have to be abandoned
or destroyed; road-bound forces have only one
route to Haiphong.
25X1C 1I. Viet Minh could make all-
out attack any time after 1 July.
25X1C A. this more probable after 15 3 5
September for following reasons: 33?}:”;\;?1'1‘? CLass
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1, Enemy can significantly improve its delia
position during next few months at small cost,

2. Battle corps has many replacements needing
additional training.

3, Minimum of two months' detsiled presparstions

usually made by Viet Minh before major attacks,

B. ii enenmy sees evidence

improvement civilian morale or probable international-
ization of war it would immedistely commit battle

corps for early decisive victory.

French believe 500 potential Viet Minh truck

drivers sent from deltm to Thal Nguyen ares will replace

borrowed Chinese drivers.

Genersl Cogny, according American consul Hanol, believes
enemy battle corps on delta perimeter ready to move
against French "at any time."

A. BHe not sure when assault might come but said if he
were Viet Minh commander, he would have attacked
delts two weeks ngo.

1. Cogny thinks political considerations might
explain delay.
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25X1C
Y. large quantities Chipese aid

crossed border past several weeks.
A, HNateriel largely ammo snd heavy weapons; im mid-June,

38 to 50 105mm howitzers received,

25X1C

VI, Regardless plans for major assault, early intemsification

Viet Minh activity in desita forecsst by several reports.

25X1C

B. French slso expect sirong additionnl attacks
against Hanoi-Haipheng LOC by several enemy battalions.
1. These units may first turn sgainst Ke Sat-Hung Yen
routs, in attempt isolate Bung Yen whome loas
would cripple southern delta defense, increase

vulnerability Hanoi and Haiphong.
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€. BResport of 37am AA defenses near Haiduong, Jjust sasti
ot Xe Sat, suggests enemy plansg for increased action
that area, possibly in conjumction with interdic-
tion Humg Yen route.

1. Bridge across Thai Binh River at Haiduong
=08t vulnerable link in Hanoi-Haiphong LOC.
VII1. Altered French defense plans now call for French units
to remain southerns delta area, rather than turn zone
over to Yietnmmese aray.

A, TFrench apparently wish avoid major reorganization
while enemy has strong stiack capability, also
fear Vietnamese troops dould sot hold area aleone.

B. Extent of present insecurity scuthern delta area
indicated by recent closing large spinning and
weaving mills in Nam Dish; this was one of largest
manufgcturing enterprises inm Indochina.

YIIl.  Meanwhile, mecurity in five ence-safe provinces in South
Vietnam said by preminent Vietnamese army officer to
have deteriorated murkedly over last half year.

A, He blames poor pay, insdegquate arms of lecal
militie and eorraﬁtinn. inscompetence of locsl
governments; says Vietnamess army "concerned much
wore with tsiloring of unifors and unearned
decorations than with primary purpose of combatting
Communist ememy.”
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B, His opinion--unless remedial action taken, "all
would be lost" these provimces within two or three
months,

IXx. Re Bac Dai, it becoming less likely he will return

Yietnam,
25X1C A,

mo&t French and Vietramese plans
call for his diamissasl.
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